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       Rate�%�

 Country 2003.1.1 2004.1.1 2005.1.1 2006.1.1 2007.1.1 2008.1.1 

1 Austria 34 34 25 25 25 25
2 Belgium 33.99 33.99 33.99 33.99 33.99 33.99
3 Bulgaria 15 15 10 10
4 Cyprus 15 15 10 10 10 10
5 Czech Republic 31 28 26 24 24 21
6 Denmark 30 30 28 28 28 25
7 Estonia 24 23 22 21
8 Finland 29 29 26 26 26 26
9 France 34.33 34.33 33.83 33.33 33.33 33.33

10 Germany 39.58 38.29 38.31 38.34 38.36 29.51
11 Greece 35 35 32 29 25 25
12 Hungary 18 16 16 16 16 16
13 Ireland 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5
14 Italy 38.25 37.25 37.25 37.25 37.25 31.4
15 Latvia 15 15 15 15
16 Lithuania 15 15 15 15
17 Luxembourg 30.38 30.38 30.38 29.63 29.63 29.63
18 Malta 35  
19 Netherlands 34.5 34.5 31.5 29.6 25.5 25.5
20 Poland 27 19 19 19 19 19
21 Portugal 33 27.5 27.5 27.5 25 25
22 Romania 25 25 16 16 16 16
23 Slovak Republic 25 19 19 19 19 19
24 Slovenia 25 25 25 25 23 22
25 Spain 35 35 35 35 32.5 30
26 Sweden 28 28 28 28 28 28
27 United 

Kingdom 
30 30 30 30 30 28

 KPMG's Corporate Tax Rate Survey�� ���5
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Austria (A)

Kammer der Wirtschaftstreuhänder 

Belgium (B)

Institut des Experts-Comptables / Instituut van de Accountants en de Belastingconsulenten 

Bulgaria (BG) - CFE Observer

BG Bulgaria - Bulgarian Chamber of Tax Advisors 

Croatia (HR) - CFE Observer

Udruga Poreznih Savjetnika / Association of Tax Professionals 

Czech Republic (CZ)

Komora Danovych Poradcu CR 

Denmark (DK)

Foreningen af Skatteradgivere i Danmark 

Finland (FIN)

Suomen verokonsultit SVK ry - Suomen Veroasiantuntijat ry - CFE Observer 
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France (F)

Institut des Avocats Conseils Fiscaux (IACF) - Union Professionnelle des Sociétés 
d’Avocats (UPSA) 

Germany (D)

D Germany - Bundessteuerberaterkammer - Bundesverband der Steuerberater e.V.- 
Deutscher Steuerberaterverband 

Ireland (IRE)

The Irish Taxation Institute (ITI) 

Italy (I)

Associazione Nazionale Tributaristi Italiani (A.N.T.I) 

Latvia (LV)

Latvijas Nodoklu Konsultantu Asociacija 

Luxembourg (L)

Ordre des Experts-Comptables (OEC) 

Malta (M)

The Malta Institute of Taxation (MIT) 

Poland (PL)

Krajowa Izba Doradców Podatkowych (KIDP) 
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Portugal (P)

Associação Portuguesa de Consultores Fiscais 

Slovak Republic (SK)

Slovenská komora danových poradcov (SKDP) 

Slovenia (SL)

Drustvo Davenih Svetovalcev Slovenije (DDSS) 

Spain (E)

Asociación Española de Asesores Fiscales (AEDAF) - Registro de Economistas de 
Asesores Fiscales (REAF)  

Switzerland (CH)

La Chambre Fiduciaire / Treuhand-Kammer Schweizerische Kammer der Wirtschaftsprüfer, 
Steuer- und Treuhandexperten 

The Netherlands (NL)

De Nederlandse Federatie van Belastingadviseurs (NFB) - De Nederlandse Orde van 
Belastingadviseurs (NOB) 

United Kingdom (UK)

The Chartered Institute of Taxation (CIOT) - Tax Faculty / Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in England and Wales 
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�� CFE Guidelines� �

Professional qualifications and ethics of tax advisers in Europe 

Approved on September 13th, 1991 by the General Assembly of the Confédération Fiscale 
Européenne in Zurich and revised in accordance with the decision of the Council on 29th April
2005 in Brussels. 

Preamble

Taxation, in its many forms, is a significant consideration in the conduct of business operations 
and in the financial affairs of most individuals. The provision of sound, practical and relevant 
tax advice to business enterprises and individuals is an important factor in developing and 
preserving their financial wellbeing and future security. 

Tax advice includes the preparation and submission of tax returns and supporting statements, 
the provision of advice and opinions on tax planning, the representation and defence of 
taxpayers before administrative authorities and tribunals and the provision of other tax advice 
and related services. The definition of tax advice can be narrower or broader depending on 
national regulations. 

The interest of such taxpayers and the Revenue Authorities require that those who provide 
professional tax advice for a fee are professionally qualified, act independently, assume 
personal responsibility for their actions, preserve confidentiality in regard to their clients’ 
affairs and act in the best interest of their clients. 

Basic principles 

In furtherance of the above requirements, the CFE seeks to establish the liberal profession of 
"tax adviser" within Europe which is fully recognised, both at Government and public level. 
Such a recognised and strongly structured profession will provide the best protection for 
taxpayers, tax advisers in the pursuit of their profession and the general public in preserving the 
rule of law. 
The CFE seeks to strengthen the rights of taxpayers and to eliminate, in so far as possible, 
obstacles which stand in the way of international cooperation and trade. 

The CFE as the association of organisations of tax advisers from European countries therefore 
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recommends that its Member organisations apply the principles set forth in the following 
paragraphs. The CFE further recommends that in protecting the interests of taxpayers and in 
improving the relationship with and the standards of reporting to Revenue Authorities, the 
national governments in Europe should require the application of similar principles from all 
whom they permit to render tax advice. 

Conditions of admission to Member organisations 

1.  The Member Organisations of the CFE will ensure that only individuals who satisfy the 
following conditions are admitted to the Member organisations, i.e. an individual should: 

a)  have undertaken appropriate theoretical training at university degree level or its 
equivalent;

b)  have practical experience of at least three years as a trainee in tax matters; 

c)  have passed an examination held by the State or an educational establishment 
which is recognised by the State, or a Member organisation covering theoretical 
and practical tax knowledge. 

Exceptions to the above conditions may be granted by Member organizations provided such 
exceptions do not reduce the standards of training set forth in such paragraphs. 

2.  The examination should be based on national law as modified by European Community 
legislation and should preferably cover the following subjects: 

a)  tax law (in particular relating to taxes on income, wealth and value added) 

b)  business economics 

c)  principles of accountancy 

d)  business related law 

e)  tax procedures (including appearance before the tax administration and tax courts) 

f)  professional responsibilities and ethics 

3. Before any individual is admitted, that individual shall be required to complete and sign an 
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undertaking in writing confirming that he or she will abide by the code of conduct and ethics 
applicable to the profession. 

Professional conduct 

A tax adviser is expected to conduct himself at all times in a manner consistent with the 
principles governing the profession and of the organisation to which he belongs. The following 
principles apply in particular in the practice of the profession: 

1.  Independence 
While carrying out his duties, the tax adviser should always have complete moral, 
intellectual and professional independence. This applies both to the representation of a 
client’s interests and to the settlement of conflicting interests as between the tax adviser, 
the client, the Revenue Authorities and any other interested parties. 

2.  a) Personal responsibility 
The tax adviser carries out his professional activity under his own responsibility. He is 
responsible for his own work and that carried out by those in his employ. 

If tax advice is rendered through a company, the company must be responsibly directed 
by qualified tax advisers and control of the company must be held by qualified tax 
advisers. If tax advice is rendered through a company which also renders other 
professional services, one or more qualified tax advisers should have specific 
responsibility for the tax advice. 

b) Personal liability 
The tax adviser's risk of liability for damages in respect of professional negligence or 
arising from any other legally inforceable claim of a similar nature should be covered by 
adequate professional indemnity insurance. 

3.  Care and conscientiousness 
While practising his profession, the tax adviser must have due regard to legal 
requirements as well as these of his profession.  
This principle calls for independence in all professional dealings and in particular the 
exercise of objectivity when judging the facts of a case. 
Similarly great care should be taken with entrusted money and assets which should be 
maintained separately from the tax adviser's own funds. 
Before accepting an appointment, the tax adviser should examine carefully and 
thoroughly whether he is in a position to carry out the engagement with due regard to his 
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obligations and his competence. 

4.  Confidentiality 
The duty to observe confidentiality applies to all information with which the adviser is 
entrusted by his client or which is brought to his knowledge during or at any time after 
the carrying out of his assignment. The same rules of confidentiality should be imposed 
on employees. This duty to observe confidentiality precludes the unauthorized use of 
professional or business secrets. 

5.  Compatible and incompatible activities 
The tax adviser should undertake only such activities which are permissible and 
compatible with his profession and which do not endanger observance of his professional 
obligations.

6.  Publicity 
Tax advisers are permitted to provide technical information about their professional 
activities; it should be truthful and accurate. 

7.  Relations with colleagues 
The tax adviser must promote good relations with other members of the profession. This 
applies in particular when handling the affairs of a client jointly with another tax adviser, 
or following a transfer of responsibility. 

8.  Fees 
The client should be entitled to be informed of the basis of calculation of fees before 
taking on an engagement. The tax adviser's fee should have regard to his degree of 
responsibility and the nature and importance of the work and time devoted to it. 

9.  Disciplinary sanctions 
The Code of Conduct developed by each Member organisation shall be enforceable on 
the members of the organisation by application of disciplinary sanctions, which shall 
include a power of exclusion. 

10.  Post qualification education 
The professional tax organisations shall encourage members to maintain their skills and 
technical knowledge after qualification and shall provide or arrange facilities for the 
continuation of such professional education. 
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Scope

These guidelines are advisory and Member organisations should review their own professional 
rules accordingly. Adherence to these principles does not remove the obligation to observe 
appropriate national legal or professional provisions. While practising in a foreign country the 
provisions applicable to the practice of the profession in that country shall be respected. 

The requirements specified in "Conditions of admission to Member organisations" shall not 
affect the status of individuals who are members of the Member organisations and were 
admitted under the conditions for admission to membership prior the time these guidelines 
became operative. 

04.2005 
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PIT : TAX RATES

Income Rate
0 - 7,560   EUR 25%
7,560 - 10,760 EUR 30%
10,760 - 17,920 EUR 40%
17,920  - 32,860 EUR 45%
32,860 EUR 50%

Tax free minimum 
Basic : 6,040 EUR (per spouse)
Increased for dependant children/ other persons
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BELGIAN INCOME TAX 

Individuals Legal Entities 
(Profit-Making)

Legal Entities (Non 
Profit-Making)

Resident
Resident ResidentNon-Resident Non-Resident Non-Resident

Personal Income tax 
(Worldwide income)

Personal Income tax 
(Belgian source income)

Corp. Income tax 
(Worldwide income)

Corp. Income tax 
(Belgian source  income)

Legal Entities Income 
tax (Worldwide 
income)

Legal Entities 
Income tax (Belgian 
source income)
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¥ Question ¦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¥� Answer ¦�
�

 
I can give you now an answer to your question about Notional InterestDeduction. 
  
Notional Interest Deduction (NID))�K�§¨©ª)+��U«¬_�®@.PL�m�¯°

.u 
 
The NID was discussed internally at European level and doesn't make anyproblem, 
which in practice corresponds to a formal opinion, although we cannot legally qualify as 
such. 
 

NID-±ef²³[´µ¶]·��)¸K��|1)¹º`aXY�UK:�Pª»Y¼½°¾¿u 

Ga�¶@Q1)ÀÁ�Y�K_L�-�¯�K:YÂa°¾¿mUjÃÄ)¸K�ÅÆÇÈ)+É.

PY�.u�

 
(1) Can I consider NID complies with EU regulation according? 
(2) Is there a possibility that NID goes against ECJ ruling? 
(3) Is there a possibility in the future that NID is sued by EC nations? 
(4) Please email me the article of EU regulation on NID along with the article number. 
(5) Please email me an official NID format for my information. 
(6) As a rule, you separate concepts for “Profit & Loss” and “Capital”. However,  
NID oversteps the underlying principles 
and maintains neutral tax system.� What is the goal of that? 
and please show me a theory about accounting and tax of that ? 
(7) Is there a possibility that OECD recommends NID to improve on ” Bad Competition  
of Tax ”? 
(8) What do you think of CCCTB?  Is it acceptable or not?�  
 (in connection with NID) 
 

�������	
������

�����



 

 
1) the ECOFIN Council of European Union adopted a code of conduct in thefield of 
corporate taxation, which aims to dismantle tax regimes deemed"harmful" to the 
common market. 
No harmful criteria has been identified (examples of harmful criteria:benefits granted 
only to non-residents, lack of substance, lack oftransparency,...). 
 

Ê!ËÌ>ÍlÎÏÐÑ'D�ECOFIN!ÒÓD-UQ3�ÔÕÖ)¸£P^�×Ø@Ù��°�Xu

La-U´µÚ �ÛÜÚ !)+��ÝzÞß���`aP�Ô@àá.PL�@01�.PY�.u

zÞâãäå=�����æ!çè`aXY-éê°¾¿�zÞâãäå=�ëì\]�+��

�íîmïð`aP ¡UjñòóUôõâòólll!u�

 
2) the EU has established 4 cumulative criteria for considering anadvantage as State 
aid, incompatible with the common market.  
The 4 criteriaare not met simultaneously, so the NID can not be assimilated to State 
aid.� �  
 

ö!EU -U´µÚ �÷ø01!�-ÐKa�KU~ù)¬Púû��K_üýþ��e��éP!

�ãä.PX�"���1�ã�å=@�£°�Xu 

	
�-UL"�ã�å=@µ�)�X.Y�-éê°¾¿:;UNIDm~ù)¬Púû�µ`

aPL�-éê�°¾¿u 
 
I can give you other considerations about criteria of EU Code of Conduct and State Aid.
EU^�×Ø¸¬�~�úûå=)�����.�¯G}'����«¬_�Yméê°.u

 
Code of Conductë^�×Øë 
 
1) Advantages only to non-residents: 
==> it's not the case (it's for residents and non-residents); 
Ê!ì\]��)+.P����: 

==>�o�°¾¿�\]���ì\]��¨)À�méê°.! 

 

2) Advantages are ring-fenced from the domestic market ( they do not affect the national 
tax base) 
==> NO - belgian company benefit equally 
ö!~�Ú :;��`aX����:���U���e�~Q3*��e )!"@ðJ�K:!

�����



 

==>�o�°¾¿� k� ���e�~Q3)Y#�CÀ�`a°. 

 

3) Advantages without substance (real economic activity): 
==> NO - see anti abuse dispositions 
$!j©�j©1>Í%�!@&'�K����: 

=>�o�°¾¿� k� (�)á*�@{+ 

 

4) Non-application of OECD principle (transfer pricing): 
==> NO - OECD principles do not prohibit N.I.D. 
"!OECD,-.Á/0ý10�mÀ�`a�KY: 

=>KKJ� k� OECD,-.Á/0ý10�- NID@2á��K°¾¿ 
 
5) Lack of transparency: 
==> NO - it's fully transparent. 
3!ôõâòó 

=>KKJ� k� 45)ôõ�. 

 

Three more criteria: 
* Financial branches : NO - Modification in allocation of benefit between  
parent and Branch; 
* Holdings: NO - Financial assets are deducted from the "capital at risk"; 
* Headquarters: Not applicable 
 
6�7h1å=ë 

8�9%��:ë� KKJ� k� t�:;)¸£Píîcn)�K�<= 

8wxDEë� � � KKJ� k� �9s�-Ý> ?stß:;@W`a°. 

8A²ý?Be�e�t|!ëÀ��� 
 
State Aidë~�úû 

 
4 cumulatif criteria to be fullfilled simultaneously (art. 87 & 88 EC - Treaty) 
µ�)CD`aP�¯"���1<=�EC*E 87*�� 88*! 

 
1) Transfer of State resources (look at the source of financing): 
==> YES - it is indeed granted by the Belgian State 
Ê!~ùÎF,-�éPL��La-ÎF�GG�)¬Z�ã�.P!ë 

�����



 

==>-K� k� ���e~ù)¬êjH)IG`a�K°. 
 
2) Economic advantage (enterprise would not have received in normal conditions): 
==> NO - it applies to all enterprises; 
ö!>Í1íî�JK*LV�-ÜM�(-NO�¯�K!ë 

==>KKJ� k� .���()À�`a°. 
 
3) Selectivity (different from general measures which apply in a automatic manner): 
==> NO - to all companies + upgrade SME's,... can be justified by nature and economy of 
the system; 
$!PQâ�ÜMQR¬_)��1)À�`aPY�-�K!ë 

==>KKJ� k� .��DE)+��À�`aUhJ�ST�()+.P��méPë�  

� � Ô�âÁ��>Íâ)¬ê=oU`a_P 
 
4°) Effect on competition and trade between State members  (small amount not 
concerned): 
==> this criterium is interpreted very broadly. As soon as there is an exchange between 
members, the answer is YES. 
"!~ù;)¸£PVW��XY)+.P!"�ZT�Y-[��\]�Y)�K����.P!ë

==>L<=-^_`CÈa`a°.u 

� � ~ù;)¸K�XbméP�U.c)U®J-Ý-Kß��ê°.u 
 
In conclusion:�  2 clear NO's 
� � � � � � �  1 YES 
� � � � � � �  1 May be 
deë� ö�õ;:�ÝKKJßÊ�Ý-KßÊ�Ý ¡)¬êß 
 
Not fullfilled simultaneously = NO STATE AID. 
µ�)CD`a�K� f� ~�úû)éX;�K�

 
- About N.I.D. formatëNIDgÆ)�K� 

 
An official NID format do not exist in English, because taxpayers have to  
introduce their tax return in French or in Dutch. 
 
So, I send you the format in French .  Apologize for this. 

�����



 

hijkBel²mm�K�k1� ikBel²m@n6�°.u 

 
The purpose of NID is to eliminate the tax discrimination betweendebt-financing and 
equity-financing. 
NID01-U�²mko0p� �q?0��ko0p� ;)¸£P�Ô¢A�@rà.PL�

)éê°.u 
 
- There is no link between accountancy and tax. 
That's why we called this deduction, a "NOTIONAL" deduction, which has no  
impact on the accounts (deduction of a deemed interest on equity, an interest that is not 
paid by the enterprise - it is "extra-accountancy".) 
 

ÎÏDs��ÏDs;)>�?-éê°¾¿u 

L@W-UÎÏDs)!"��K�ÝNOTIONALß�@W�tu`a°.u 

�xÆ)+.P���ív-UjH)�()¬Z��r'a�KPY�-�K�UÎÏDsw�

Y��.u! 

- OECD principles on Transfer Pricing do not prohibit N.I.D. 
,-.Á)�.P OECD,-.Á/0ý10�- NID@2á��K°¾¿u 

 
- CCCTB: If this regime would enter into force within UE, the NID would probably lose 
its attractivity. 
´JxdQ3�*��e �yyyTB!mÔ�U`a�Ã^`aa¤UNID-¸G;CGz{@|_�

�}_u 
 
I send you in attachment the official brochure on NID. 
NID)�.PÅÆ³�k·²m@n6�°.�~�Cæ`Ku
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